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The session started well but has ended in chaos caused by the coronavirus epidemic, which forced all public activities to cease in mid March. The last two public lectures and the planned Spring and Summer events were lost and the AGM planned for April 15 has been delayed and become a virtual event.

We will not be able to hold “live” lecture meetings in Belfast until January 2021 at the earliest and the New Year Party is unlikely to be held. There are plans to run lectures and/or seminars over the network and it may be possible to hold some observing events.

Meanwhile our quarterly magazine “Stardust” continues in production, thanks in no small part to the Editor Andy McCrea and the sterling efforts of the Kempston family in steering it from the printers to your letterbox.

As for the activities between the last AGM in April 2019 and March this year:

The location of the Summer Solstice BBQ was moved to Delamont Country Park on an experimental basis: unfortunately this was not successful.

The programme of observing sessions at Delamont Country Park continued & cloud cover occasionally allowed astronomical objects to be seen!

Outreach events were held at Castle Espie WWT, St Patricks Academy Dungannon, Queens University (in conjunction with the Northern Ireland Science Festival) and Marble Arch Visitor Centre, this last being particularly successful.

The Belfast lecture programme was very successful with attendances usually around 80 & on one occasion (coincident with the Northern Ireland Science Festival) probably twice that, the Bell Lecture Theatre was overflowing in a way which seems almost hard to believe only a few months later!

I would like to place on record the Association's gratitude for the way in which Queens University Astrophysics Research Centre has supported the Association during my term as President and hope that this can continue well into the future.

I would like to pay tribute to the others who have greatly assisted the running of the Association during my two years in office as President: the members of the Council of the Association, in particular Paul Evans for his sterling work on the web site and Terry Moseley for being Terry and carrying the bulk of the effort involved in arranging the lecture programme (and sometimes re-arranging it at short notice).

As my term as President comes to an end I thank last but not least the Members of the Association who have made my task so rewarding and who I hope to be able to meet again in person in the reasonably near future.

Brian Beesley

